
The ground floor layout of 
the house was reconfigured 
to create a kitchen large enough 
to accommodate a dining table. 
The oak worktops and simple 
copper handles echo the 
period feel of the room. Perfectly
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PerfectlyPerfectly
PROPORTIONED

A Georgian gem set above a 
historic wool town in Wiltshire has 

been meticulously restored by 
its conservation architect owner

FEATURE & STYLING JILL SHEARER 
PHOTOGRAPHS WILLIAM GODDARD
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ABOVE An Esse Cat 
range cooker in Teal 
Green adds vibrancy 

to the kitchen. The 
kitchen walls are 

painted in Farrow & 
Ball’s Shaded White.

ABOVE RIGHT The 
stone fireplace in the 

sitting room would 
have once housed a 
range. The walls of 

the sitting room are 
painted in Green Blue 

by Farrow & Ball.
RIGHT Edward had 

the armchair restored 
and reupholstered in 

a French linen.
FAR RIGHT For a 

similar light try 
Original BTC.

High up on a hill, overlooking the pretty 
Wiltshire town of Bradford on Avon,  
a young architect sits at an elegant  
walnut Queen Anne bureau, working  

on plans for a Georgian townhouse. Through the 
hand-blown panes in the window beside him, he can 
see clusters of Cotswold-stone houses, encircled by  
the peaceful River Avon, nestling in the valley below. 
Whilst this could be a scene from the late-eighteenth 
-century, it is actually taking place in 2017, and the  
person in question is Edward Checkley, a conservation 
architect who works from a study on the top floor of 
his and his wife Deborah’s beautifully restored house.

The house was built in 1796 “probably for someone 
who was involved in the wool trade,” Edward says. 
“Bradford on Avon was a big wool centre at that time, 
and the house feels to me a little bit above and beyond 
a weaver’s cottage, so I suspect it belonged to someone 
who was trading in some capacity.” 

Edward and Deborah, who were married just this 
year, have lived in this pretty house for two years. 
During this time, Edward – who is passionate about 

detail – has painstakingly restored the property  
from top to bottom, reinstating its original layout  
and important original features such as the period-
correct staircase, sash windows and interior woodwork, 
including the beaded skirting boards, windows, 
window frames and shutters.   

Edward explains that the previous owners had  
lived in the property for just over 20 years. “They  
were a delightful couple and they obviously loved  
the house,” he says. “And although the interior  
decor was quite plain, I was immediately struck  
by the handsome facade – and the view was  
difficult to ignore.” This is an understatement  
– the uninterrupted view over the enchanting  
historic wool town and the undulating Wiltshire 
landscape beyond is spectacular. 

It transpired that Edward and Deborah were  
not the only people interested in the house; such 
prettily proportioned houses set in such a wonderful 
position do not come onto the market often.  
“There were six people bidding for the house,”  
Edward says. “And as we hadn’t met the owners,  
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I decided one morning to go round and introduce 
myself. They were delighted that I had made the  
effort, particularly as they themselves had been in  
a similar situation when they had bought the house,” 
he continues. “They were adamant that they didn’t 
want the house to go to someone who was just going 
to use it as a second home, so even though our offer 
was by no means the largest, they liked the fact that  
I had taken the trouble to come and see them, and 
that we were planning to live here full time – that 
obviously meant a lot to them.”

Over the course of time, many of the Grade II*  
listed property’s original features had either been 
removed or replaced – the early Victorian windows in 
particular were not period correct. As a conservation 
architect, Edward was keen to reinstate as many 
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ABOVE RIGHT 
Deborah, a keen 

seamstress, made the 
patchwork quilt and 
the cushions on the 
bed using pieces of 

fabric collected over 
the years.

RIGHT The exquisite 
William and Mary 

walnut chest of 
drawers was the first 

real antique that 
Edward bought. 

features that would originally have been in the house 
as he could, and did not find the prospect of having  
to undertake so much work daunting. 

His first task was to restore the original layout of the 
rooms, some of which had been divided up with false 
walls. There was a modern open-tread staircase, too, 
which he wanted to replace with a design that would 
be more sympathetic to the period of the property. 
“Because the house is Grade II* listed, we had to work 
with both the local planning department and English 
Heritage, and there were some fairly lengthy 
negotiations,” he explains. “Some planners reason  
that they like to see the passage of time in a building 
and retain the footprints left by earlier generations,  
so I wasn’t sure it was going to be possible to reinstate 
everything I wanted to. But everything about the  

Edward already owned the 
four-poster bed when the couple 
bought the house. The bed was 
cut down slightly to fit the 
smaller proportions of the guest 
bedroom. The walls have been 
painted in Stone II by Paint & 
Paper Library. 
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house was so charming that I decided I could live  
with the Victorian windows if I couldn’t get them 
altered.” Eventually, however, English Heritage  
agreed that Edward could replace the Victorian-era  
windows with Georgian-era multi-paned sashes,  
“so long as they had individually hand-blown panes.  
It was phenomenally expensive,” he adds, “but to  
me it was worth it to get back to the beautiful  
original Georgian facade.”   

The house now flows beautifully on all three  
of its levels. The rearrangement of the ground-floor 
layout has given Edward and Deborah a kitchen that 
has space for a dining table, perfect for entertaining, 
and an inviting sitting room has taken the place of 
what was previously a dining room. Meanwhile,  
on the first floor, a former sitting room has been 
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ABOVE The Noah’s 
Ark wallpaper in the 
master bedroom is 
by Andrew Martin. 
The blue-and-white 
lamp base is from 
Ralph Lauren and  
the crisp white 
bedlinen is from 
Cologne & Cotton.

turned into a beautiful guest bedroom with  
panelled walls and a large, luxurious bathroom 
replaces what was a much smaller loo with a  
cupboard next door to it. On the top floor, which  
has lower windowsills and a fabulous view, there  
is now a master suite and Edward’s study. “The 
bathroom on the first floor is probably slightly 
disproportionately large for the house, but it was  
a choice between having that room for my study and  
a bathroom upstairs. In the end, it made more sense  
to us to have the guest bedroom and a bathroom on 
the same floor – and of course, I now have that  
amazing view,” explains Edward.

Another delightful detail is a number of jib  
doors throughout the house which were put in to 

‘I was immediately struck by the 
handsome facade – and the view  

was difficult to ignore’
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ABOVE The exquisite 
bathroom wallpaper 

is Chinoiserie from 
the Sidney Paul & Co 
Mural collection. The 
freestanding bath is 

by Jig Cast Iron Baths. 
RIGHT The washbasin 
is from Burlington and 

the cushion on the 
cane-backed chair is 

covered with Birds of 
Paradise fabric by 

Pedroso & Osório, 
which Edward  
had sent over  

from Portugal.

create discreet cupboards and an almost invisible 
entrance to the master bedroom’s en suite. “They are 
actually quite complicated to build, but I have always 
loved jib doors,” he says. “My grandmother had one 
between her bedroom and her dressing and bathroom, 
and I always thought it wonderful as a child. They  
were certainly used in larger Georgian houses  
for the servants to come and go inconspicuously, 
whilst grander entrances were signified with large 
architraves and different colours.”

As with all houses, there are always things one still 
wants to do. “My study hasn’t got enough pictures,” 
says Edward, “and we keep looking for prints that  
will sit happily on the bathroom wallpaper without 
overbearing it, but we haven’t found quite the right 
thing yet.” But overall, it is evident how happy he  
and Deborah are to be here. “It feels like a proper  
little eighteenth-century merchant’s townhouse,”  
he says, “which is exactly what it is.”  n
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